mentions a case but the appendage was not involved. Three children with aneurysms of the left atrial appendage were reported (Parmley 1962 , Pitts & Potts 1962 , the X-rays were all similar to the present case; one had cerebral and other emboli.
Thoracotomy was postponed in S A because of the hazards. Anticoagulant therapy successfully prevented further embolic episodes. At operation the aneurysm contained no clot (clots were found in 2 of the other reported cases).
Eight adult cases have been reported (Williams 1963 , Godwm et al 1968 , 2 with cerebral emboli. The speech defect in S A has two components: executive dysphasia, and dysarthria. The former (and his hemiplegia) has improved steadily. The dysarthria remains severe. This and the residual dysphagia (with drooling) are expressions of a suprabulbar palsy due to multiple emboli.
